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By the time this gets to press, we will likely be heading to 
Albuquerque to our Spirit of EAGLES triennial conference.  
Lots of work in the planning, but so worthwhile once we 
are all together!  We have outstanding research to share, 
new ideas, honoring ceremonies for our partners and 
Hampton Faculty Fellows.  In this newsletter you will see 
the new Hampton Faculty Fellows cohort and see why we 
are so excited about the future leadership.  

Many of us have worked to update the data on cancer 
incidence and mortality across Indian Country.  It’s not 
all good news.  It is essential though to have the data to 
develop the programs we all know are so desperately 
needed to save lives.  This is a lifetime effort and one 
that should be focused on the full continuum of care 
from prevention to screening, access to treatment and 
compassionate end of life care.  Our conference will be 
sharing approaches to all of these issues.  

We now have started our 4th year of the 5 year Community 
Networks Program grant with the National Cancer 
Institute.  We were not spared budget cuts due to 
sequestration.  We prioritize and continue to do more with 
less.  The only thing that saves us is our strong partnership 
with so many across the country.  We could never do what 
is needed alone and we look at all we have accomplished 
and are proud – but never satisfi ed!  We continue to forge 
new partnerships and wherever we can. 

We hope you can join us to celebrate and share through the 
coming year!

All the best,
Judith

Billy Mills and Dr. Judith Kaur
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National Conference Keynote Speaker:  
Gayle Dine’Chacon

 
Gayle Dine’ Chacon, M.D. is the former Surgeon General of the Navajo 
Nation. She is an associate professor in the Department of Family 
and Community Medicine at the University of New Mexico School of 
Medicine; Director of the Center for Native American Health (CNAH) 
and Associate Vice President for Native American Health, University  
of New Mexico Health Sciences Center.

Originally from Chinle, Arizona, Dr. Dine’ Chacon is board-certified in 
Family Medicine. She is the director of CNAH and continues to develop 
the center to meet the health priority needs of New Mexico’s 22 tribes 
and urban Indian populations.  CNAH is a conduit and broker between 
the University and tribal communities and provides a social and cultural 
support network for Native American health professional students at 
UNM HSC.

COMING SOON:  A Refreshed Version of the Native American Programs Website

www.nativeamericanprograms.org

Jeff Davis is a Tlingit Indian from the Chookanedi clan in Hoonah, 
Alaska.  He is currently the Lead Systems Engineer for the Middleware 
Java Team for the Division of Data Center Infrastructure Services

(DCIS) division at Mayo Clinic.  He has volunteered his time to refresh 
the website for our Native American Programs.
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Billy Mills was born and raised on the Pine Ridge 
Indian Reservation in South Dakota. Although 
Pine Ridge is very rich in culture and spirit, it 
is continually recognized economically  as  one  
of  the  poorest  communities  in  America  with  
unemployment reaching 80%.

Billy was orphaned by the age of 12 and sent to 
boarding schools. He graduated from high school 
at Haskell Indian School. Billy became involved in 
distance running and earned an athletic scholarship 
to the University of Kansas. Never winning a major 
race in track and field or cross country, he continued 
to show promise by his performances, making All 
American seven times. Upon graduation from the 
University of Kansas, Billy was commissioned an 
officer in the United States Marine Corps., and 

continued 
training for the 
Olympic Team. 
He made the 
Olympic team 
in two events, 
the marathon 
and the 10,000 
meter run. He 
had trained his 
body, mind and 
soul for “Peak 

Performance.” And the world was about to see the 
greatest upset in Olympic history unfold.

Today Billy is an accomplished businessman, author, 
and National Spokesperson for Christian Relief 
Services. As National Spokesperson, he has helped 
raise over 500 million dollars in cash and in-kind 
for charities worldwide.  He  has  received  five  
honorary  doctorates, and is the recipient of the 
Distinguished Service Citation, the highest honor 
that the University of Kansas Alumni Association 
can bestow upon an individual to acknowledge 
outstanding achievement for the betterment of 
mankind. A major motion picture has been made 
about Billy,  titled  “Running  Brave,”  and  has  been  
a  positive  influence  on  many  or  our American 
youth. Billy Mills was recognized on several end-
of-the-millennium lists, including being chosen as 
Sports Illustrated’s Athlete of the Century for the 
state of South Dakota.

National Conference Featured Speaker for Students:  Billy Mills, Olympic 
Champion, Motivational Speaker
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Culture and caring center stage  
at unique symposium

Mayo’s Keith Mansel, M.D., with Blythe 
Winchester, M.D., of the Indian Health Service.

As an Indian Health Service physician serving patients 
throughout the Qualla Boundary in the Blue Ridge 
Mountains around Cherokee, N.C., Blythe Winchester, 
M.D., doesn’t often have a colleague close at hand to 
discuss patient cases. Like when she’s considering 
the best approach for a patient with complications 
from diabetes facing difficult days. Or a patient with 
congestive heart disease and an uncertain future.
Issues of end-of-life care are particularly challenging 
for doctors like Winchester who care for patients 
on tribal lands as part of the Indian Health Service. 
And that’s precisely why a symposium held at Mayo 
Clinic each year is so powerful. The symposium, co-
sponsored by Mayo and the Indian Health Service, 
brings together a small group of practitioners from 
throughout the country for an intense week of sharing 
best practices, discussing cultural issues in caregiving, 
and working one-on-one with colleagues at Mayo 
Clinic.

Dr. Winchester, who served as co-director of this year’s 
event alongside Mayo’s Judith Kaur, M.D., was one 
of nine Indian Health Service participants this year. 
One social worker, three nurses, one pharmacist and 
four physicians came to Rochester from Fort Defiance, 
Ariz.; Gallup, N.M.; Cherokee, N.C; and Bethel and 
Anchorage, Alaska.

And it’s not just the visitors who benefit, according 
to Mayo’s Keith Mansel, M.D., who went on 
patient rounds with Dr. Winchester during the 
symposium. The exchanges go both ways. Native 
practitioners learn about Mayo practices, therapies 
and technologies, while Mayo participants learn how 
their colleagues far afield are adapting to the unique 
challenges of caring for patients in isolated practices 
and with limited resources. “There’s a great deal of 
overlap” in how the two groups deal with patients, 
Dr. Mansel says. “The bottom line is that patients are 
patients.”
 
Indian Health Service practitioners on rounds 
with their Mayo Clinic colleagues. 

The differences in how patients access services, 
however, can be striking. For example, in Alaska, 
patients might have to take a bush plane to get to 
the nearest hospital. Elsewhere, they might face a 
daunting drive. That kind of limited availability of 
services means that in many cases, family members 
are left to provide most end-of-life care at home.
Although the symposium lasts just one week, the 
spirit of collegiality and the lessons learned make a 
lasting difference for participants. “It’s an amazing 
opportunity. People come from so many places in 
Indian Country,” says Dr. Winchester. “Mayo is 
just so gracious in the symposium with physicians 
dedicating their time.” When participants return 
home, she says, “They’re energized, and they’re 
trying new things in their communities.”

reprinted with permission from In The Loop.
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Outreach Core Update

Share the Care 10th Annual Conference Held

Share the Care—Wisconsin American Indian Cancer 
Conference—held its 10th anniversary conference in 
May 2013.  The conference was attended by over 225 
tribal members, elders, cancer survivors and health 
staff from throughout Wisconsin and neighboring 
states and is always provided free of charge.  Hosted 
by the Oneida Nation at their Radisson Hotel and 
Conference Center in Green Bay, Wisconsin, the 
2013 conference planning committee included 
Oneida, the Ho-Chunk Nation, the Wisconsin Native 
American Tobacco Network, Wisconsin Pink Shawl 
Initiative, UW Spirit of EAGLES, the Wisconsin Well 
Woman Program, American Cancer Society and the 
Wisconsin Comprehensive Cancer Control Program. 

The twin goals of Share the Care are to promote 
cancer awareness, prevention and screening in tribal 
and urban communities, and to provide support for 
American Indian cancer survivors and care givers.  
The 2013 conference featured cancer prevention 
presentations by Dr. Alex Adams and Kate Cronin of 
UW and  Tina Jacobson of Oneida, and presentations 
on breast cancer screening by Dr. Sandra Underwood 

of UW-Milwaukee, the Wisconsin Pink Shawl 
Initiative and Dr. Wes Peterson of Mayo.  Each 
Share the Care conference includes a panel of cancer 
survivors and care givers who share their journeys 
with participants; this year’s panel also included 
Dr. Bret Benally Thompson of UW, a White Earth 
member and specialist in palliative care.  The panel’s 
comments were supported and amplifi ed through Dr. 
Linda Burhansstipanov’s presentation on “What’s in 
your Survivorship Care Plan?”

Special features of the anniversary conference were 
the large number of exhibiting organizations, and 
the inclusion of two pre-conference workshops.  The 
American Cancer Society sponsored a training for 
CHRs on “Outreach Skills Using Native Specifi c 
Education Materials” by Jennifer Nkonga of national 
ACS, and UW Spirit of EAGLES sponsored two 
presentations by Dr. Linda Burhansstipanov on” 
Native Cancer 101: Biospecimens and Biobanks—a 
Focus on Ethical Issues.”  

Planning for Share the Care 2014 has begun.  Teresa 
Barber of the Wisconsin Native American Tobacco 
Network will host the conference, May 8-9, at Lake 
of the Torches Casino Hotel in Lac du Flambeau, 
Wisconsin.  All are welcome.

Be sure to congratulate our newest Professor:  
David Baines, M.D.

I was proud to send a letter of recommendation for this promotion.  
David is a wonderful ally to Spirit of EAGLES and a terrifi c role model 
for our students!
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Research Core Update

MAW Study

The purpose of the Biomarker Feedback to Motivate 
Tobacco Cessation in Pregnant Alaska Native Women 
(MAW) study is to improve the way Alaska Native 
pregnant women are supported to help them stop 
tobacco use and to develop an evidence-based 
intervention that can be used state-wide. This is a 
three phase study: during Phase 1 researchers are 
seeking to identify the level of tobacco exposure in 
mothers and their babies. In Phase 2 an intervention 
will be developed that will provide specifi c 
information about an unborn infant’s exposure 
to cancer causing agents in association with the 
mother’s tobacco use. In the fi nal phase of the study, 
Phase 3, investigators will pilot the intervention to 

determine its effectiveness in helping pregnant Alaska 
Native women stop using tobacco.

Phase 1 of the study is currently being conducted. 
Alaska Native pregnant women who are non-tobacco 
or tobacco (i.e., cigarette or smokeless tobacco) users 
are being recruited from the regional tribal health 
organization prenatal clinic in Anchorage, AK. The 
target sample size is 165 participants with 55 women in 
each study group: non-tobacco user, cigarette user, or 
smokeless tobacco user. Enrollment for the non-tobacco 
using group has been completed; researchers are focusing 
on recruiting tobacco users and commencing Phase 2, 
which has now been approved by the Alaska IRB.

Training Core Update

Being a part of 
the Hampton 
Faculty 
Fellowship 
(HFF) with 
Spirit of Eagles 
(SOE), Mayo 
Clinic has been a 
blessing.  There 
have been so 
many ways the 
fellowship has 
had a positive 
impact in my 
life and the lives 
of those with 
whom I work.  I 
was fortunate 
to participate 
in the research, 
training, and 
community 

outreach cores of the Mayo Clinic/SOE Center 
grant (Kaur, 1U54CA153605-01).  As part of the 
research core, I had the opportunity to work with 
the Menominee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin and 
Dr. Stevens Smith at the University of Wisconsin-
Center for Tobacco Research and Intervention on a 
smoking cessation pilot project.  The Menominee 
Tribal Clinic conducted the fi rst tribally-driven 
smoking cessation clinical trial, the Stop Tobacco 
Abuse, Renew Tradition (START) Project.  The project 
piloted a culturally-tailored cessation treatment 
against the standard cessation treatment (cessation 
+ Varenicline).  Through the study, 103 American 
Indian participants received cessation treatment 
and a manuscript detailing the primary fi ndings is 
currently under review. I served as the qualitative 
methodologist on the project and received three years 
of funding that augmented the original Medical 
Education and Research Costs grant (Smith, 233 
PRJ17JX). The START project was preceded by a 
pilot conducted by Menominee Tribal Clinic Staff 
and I was fortunate enough to have completed 

Leah Rouse Arndt at the Department 
of Traditional Medicine, Alaska Native 
Medical Center
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the qualitative analysis of those data as well.  The 
findings of that first pilot project will be published 
in an upcoming edition of the Journal of American 
Indian and Alaska Native Mental Health.  Important 
take-aways from these two projects have included 
the critical role of Indigenous ways of knowing 
regarding tobacco use and healing addiction, as well 
as the importance of tribal sovereignty, families, 
and community in addressing wellness.  Given the 
results from these first two projects, the Menominee 
Tribe will next pilot a smoking intervention program 
aimed at cessation work with families and traditional 
use of tobacco.
 
Work on the tobacco-related research I have been 
a part of since becoming a HFF has led me to do 
amazing things, meet interesting and talented 
people, and go to faraway places!   I was able to 
present on the HFF with Dr. Kaur in Anchorage, AK 
for the Association of American Indian Physicians 
conference.  I had two favorite experiences there: 
(1) touring the Alaska Native Medical Center, 
particularly the Department of Traditional Medicine; 
and (2) receiving a Lomilomi treatment from a 
Hawaiian traditional healer.  Little did I know 
at that time that a year later I would find myself 
in Honolulu, HI for the 121st Convention of the 
American Psychological Association, where I 
presented on American Indian traditional ways of 
knowing and positive psychology, and also a new 
project on which I am partnered with the Sovereign 
Oneida Tribe of WI, Southeastern Oneida Tribal 
Services (SEOTS) office in Milwaukee.  Oneida/
SEOTS will pilot a culturally-tailored smoking 
intervention to their urban service catchment area in 
the coming year.  Additionally, I have been fortunate 
to work with other grant opportunities to address 
tobacco surveillance with Oneida and other tribal 
communities.  Another of my favorite activities 
related to research has been to provide some 
consultation for the MHealth project coordinated 
by Dr. Dan Petereit, Dr. Linda Burhansstipanov, and 
Dr. Shalini Kanekar, who are working with the Pine 
Ridge and Rosebud Tribes, and the urban community 
in Rapids City, SD.

I have enjoyed the training core immensely!  My 
most enjoyable experiences have been with my 
fellow – fellows!  It has been such a source of comfort 
to have folks with whom I can communicate about 

the arduous process of seeking academic tenure.  
I’ve also benefited from state of the art trainings 
in grant writing, cancer 101, Indigenous ways of 
knowing and traditional medicine.  The fellowship 
has provided a forum in which I have been able to 
develop a manuscript on the need for training health 
professionals in working with tribal communities 
and traditional healers and spiritual leaders.  Also, 
I was able to spend a day shadowing the palliative 
care unit at Mayo Clinic, and contribute to their case 
staffing process.  I LOVED it and had the chance to 
see caring, skilled professionals in action treating end 
of life and cancer survivor issues.

The opportunities I have had working with the 
community outreach core have allowed me to work 
with the four fully-funded community grantees, as 
well as three partially-funded sites.  The community 
and healthcare work completed by each of these 
grantee tribes and organizations is humbling.  I have 
periodically joked that it is remarkable what one can 
accomplish with a little support, a good heart, and 
duct tape (AAAAAAA)!  It has been an honor to get 
to know everyone involved in the community grant 
work and I hope to remain connected to everyone for 
many years to come.  

Perhaps the most critical element of my HFF 
experience has been the work with those who have 
mentored me.  Drs. Judith Kaur and Christi Patten 
have been core supporters and provided hours of 

Leah Rouse Arndt in 
Honolulu, Hawaii, 
at the Convention 
of the American 
Psychological 
Association
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listening ears, along with Rick Strickland from 
Spirit of Eagles, UW-Madison.  Drs. Linda B., 
Chuck Wiggins, June Strickland, and Stevens Smith 
have also been folks I have looked to frequently, 
including for advice as to how to advise my own 
son-in-law regarding applying to medical school and 
successfully completing remaining true to his Navajo 
heritage.  There are not enough ‘thank yous’ in the 
world to ever repay what I have received by way of 
mentoring and support.  I also must acknowledge the 
learning with which I have been blessed through my 
relationships with the Menominee and Oneida tribes.  
The Community Advisory Board spent many hours 
providing our team and me individually with advice 
and teachings.  We could never have completed 
the grant work without their help. Jerry Waukau 
(Director, MTC) has been a constant mentor and solid 
example of traditional American Indian leadership.  
I am forever grateful for his input in several of the 
projects in which I am involved, and for the care with 
which he takes on healthcare disparities daily.  Mark 
Caskey (START Project Director) has helped improve 
my very humanity.  He is one of the kindest people 
I have ever met.  He also tells the best jokes!  When 
I grow up, I want to be like Mark!  Jodi Fossum 
(START Project Coordinator) began the project as my 
supervisee for the clinical intervention.  I now feel I 
learn much more from her than I have ever taught.  
She has become a licensed professional counselor and 
is the best gatekeeper and advocate the Menominee 
people could have in research work.  Also, David 
Waupoose and Alicia Wilke worked diligently to see 
through all the grant technicalities and really have 
worked the thankless jobs in the program.  Thank 
you David and Alicia!

Additionally, 
the program 
and students 
with which I 
work at the 
University of 
Wisconsin-
Milwaukee, 
Department 
of Educational 
Psychology 
and other 
programs 
have gained 
much through 
my HFF.  
Three doctoral 
students in 
Counseling 
Psychology received training on smoking cessation 
and qualitative research, one of whom received an 
academic year of funding on the START project.  
Two under-graduate students also contributed to the 
project, one of whom was a Great Lakes Intertribal 
Native American Research Council on Health 
Intern.  Finally, I am so grateful for the work and 
friendship of Paulette Baukol and Marcy Averill.  
They both have spent hours working with me and 
I have enjoyed the support and fun!  Ultimately, 
because of the work and relationships I have gained 
through the HFF, many, many people beyond myself 
have been helped and I am forever grateful.  I look 
forward to a long relationship with all of my beloved 
colleagues and friends, and Mayo Clinic/SOE!!

Dr. Judith Kaur and Dr. Leah Rouse Arndt 
at a Spirit of EAGLES Network Meeting

“. . . it is remarkable what one can accomplish with a 
little support, a good heart, and duct tape (AAAAAAA)!
Leah Rouse Arndt



 Spirit of EAGLES 9

Community Update

Community Grants Program huge success

The Spirit of Eagles (SOE) 2012-2013 community 
grants program has been a huge success! Four sites 
received full funding and SOE was able to partially 
fund three additional sites. The fully funded 
awardees include:
•	 Billings	Clinic	Cancer	Center	(Crow	&	Northern	

Cheyenne Reservations), Stomping Cancer with 
Culture initiative.

•	 Native	American	Research	and	Training	Center	
at the University of Arizona (Tohono O/odham 
Community Action and the Tucson Indian Center) 
Indigenous Ways of Knowing: Community Healing 
Garden project.

•	 Southeastern	Oneida	Tribal	Services	(University	
of Wisconsin-Milwaukee) conference and training, 
One Mind for Wellness: Traditional Tobacco Medicine 
and Overcoming Smoking Addiction in American 
Indian Communities.

•	 Maya	Angelou	Center	for	Health	Equity’s	project,	
Prostate Cancer in Indian Country: Lumbee Indian 
Men Speak Out.

Facilitated by Shawna Cooper, the Stomping Cancer 
with Culture sessions were held weekly on the Crow 
and Northern Cheyenne Reservations. Each week’s 
two and a half hour meeting included a 
module of Cancer 101, a shared meal and 
moccasins making under the guidance 
of expert instructors. The meetings were 
a big success with dozens participating. 
The moccasin class on the Crow 
Reservation made traditional Crow high 
top moccasins, teaching a new generation 
how to make this particular style. Given 
the program’s achievements in enhancing 
partnerships and raising awareness about 
cancer, other tribal programs on the two 
reservations are looking at this model to 
incorporate similar cultural activities into 
their health education programs. 

Community Healing Garden project unites 
partners

The Community Healing Garden project has united 
multiple partners in the endeavor, such as Tohono 
O’odham Community Action and the Tucson Indian 
Center as well as interdisciplinary academic partners. 
Under the guidance of Drs. Dr. Alisse Ali-Joseph and 
Teshia Solomon, project aims to develop a curriculum 
for the outdoor classroom/garden on herbal and 
nutritional healing. The curriculum will be based 
on indigenous knowledge-content including: native 
food nutrition, dry lands gardening and harvesting, 
planting songs, healing herbs, foods and plants, basic 
science of plants and nutrition concepts. 

Conference focuses on smoking cessation

Southeastern Oneida Tribal Services (SEOTS) 
director, Mark Powless and Hampton Faculty Fellow, 
Dr. Leah Rouse Arndt coordinated the One Mind for 
Wellness smoking cessation training and two-day 
conference. 

The first day of the conference included Mayo Clinic 
training on treating smoking dependence. The 
second day included a conference on traditional 
perspectives and smoking awareness. Conference 
topics included the Menominee Tribal Clinic smoking 

Scenes from Stomping  
Cancer with Culture
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cessation project, cultural perspectives on traditional 
tobacco, a community panel of those who have quit 
smoking and keynote speaker, Dr. Patricia Nez, vice-
president for the Black Hills Center for American 
Indian Health. 

Conference attendees included health care 
professionals, social service workers, university 
students and community members from Wisconsin, 
Illinois, and Michigan. The two-day event was a 
prelude to a smoking intervention pilot project 
SEOTS will offer to its urban service population.

Projects focus on prostate cancer

Sarah Langdon and Dr. Ronny Bell from the Maya 
Angelou Center for Health Equity partnered with the 
Lumbee Tribe to videotape stories of Lumbee men 
who are prostate cancer survivors. The stories will 
appear in a video of survivor’s stories that will also 
include data on prostate cancer disparities among 
American Indians. The video will also include risk 
factors for prostate cancer and recommendations 
for prostate cancer screening. Organizers hope 
to premier the video at the SOE Conference in 
Albuquerque.

Partial awardees included Hopi Tribe Cancer Support 
Services, Hopi Cancer Support Services- Men’s Cancer 
Health project, Custer Health, Standing Rock 
Reservations of North and South Dakota, Standing 
Rock Men’s Prostate and Colorectal Cancer Screening 
Program, and The Wisconsin Pink Shawl Initiative, 
“Dream the Cure” Conversations.

Lori Joshweseoma Director of Hopi Cancer Support 
Services and Dana Russell manager, of Hopi Cancer 
Support Services coordinated the men’s services 
efforts for the SOE grant. Their project, MAN UP 
Men’s Health Conference saw a 20 percent increase in 
attendance among men ages 18 to 29. This mirrored 
a trend in the number of cancer presentations made 
to males within the community. Thirteen villages 
were represented at the MAN UP event, with a strong 
showing from Shungopavi, Mishongnovi,  
and Hotevilla. 

Eighty eight men completed three or more screenings 
at the MAN UP event. Seventy four completed an 
oral cancer screening and 11 required further medical 
attention. 

The project also provided male cancer education 
at a Men’s Health Day Conference in Gallup, NM. 
The project has reinforced community partnerships 
and the Navajo Nation Health Education Program 
has requested the services of the Hopi community 
health representative to provide similar outreach and 
education there. The project has also been working 
closely with the Arizona American Indian Men’s 
Health Coalition to develop a statewide male health 
initiative, partnering with five tribes.

The Standing Rock Men’s Prostate and Colorectal Cancer 
Screening Program screened 100 men at five men’s 
health days. Thirty eight men were new to the 
program and 62 received annual exams. 

Other offerings included:
•	 Diabetes	education,	colorectal	cancer	education	

and stool screening kit distribution with collection 
instructions. 

•	 Distribution	of	three-day	take	home	FOBT	kits	
(with a return rate of 51 percent.) highlights 
include:

•	 Education	provided	to	100	men	at	health	screening	
events.

•	 33	community	members	attended	a	Cancer	
Workshop. 

•	 86	community	members	attended	the	educational	
stations including the Rollin Colon at the cancer 
walk.

Most importantly, from the 219 community members 
who participated, the project made five referrals 
to physicians for elevated PSA’s, five referrals for 
positive blood in the stool, and one referral for an 
immediate urological problem.
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Pink Shawls Initiative host screening events

The Pink Shawls Initiative Dream the Cure 
Conversations program was modeled after the Kohl’s/
Susan G. Komen education program. 

Pink Shawls events were held at tribal health centers 
in Oneida, Potawatomi (Crandon and Carter), 
Menomonee, and Baraboo, Wisconsin, where fifty-
three percent of program participants received age 
appropriate screenings. 

The Shawls also hosted three screening events for 
bone density, blood pressure and glucose testing.

The Shawls group also announced the Julie’s Spirit 
Scholarship in honor of a beloved past Shawls 
member. The scholarship offers $1000 to a woman 
from Wisconsin who is involved in higher education.

SOE is amazed at the outstanding work being 
done every day by committed professionals, tribes, 
and community members such as this year’s SOE 
community project grantees. We are honored to be 
relatives working together—truly the Spirit of Eagles!
 

ABCD Mentors & Pink Shawl  
volunteers Janelle Lumb (White Earth)  
and Maryann Cierzan, RN.

Look for Lisa Tiger’s Junior Pink Shawl video on YouTube
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qpZuhWJ0Qk4
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Jean Balestrery, Ph.D.

Jean Balestrery recently completed her Ph.D. requirements at University of 
Michigan’s joint doctoral program in social work and anthropology.  She 
began the joint doctoral program following many years of social work practice.  
Balestrery received her master of social work degree from the University of 
Washington and her Bachelor of Arts degree from Brown University.  Her 
research interests incorporate aging, health, and mental health, intercultural 
communication in service delivery, human rights and diverse cultural 
communities. Her research interests also include an emphasis on indigenous 
communities, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, two-spirit and queer 
communities.  She is completing her dissertation, a qualitative study based on 
12-months of ethnographic fieldwork, entitled “Cultural and Communicative 
Factors Influencing Service Delivery: A Multi-Sited Ethnography that Explores 

with Alaska Native Elders Community-Based Conventional Health and Social Services in Alaska.”  Balestrery 
employs participatory action research principles and a relational methodology with indigenous peoples based 
on time spent living and working in Alaska for more than eleven years.  Most recently she was appointed a 
board member to serve for a three-year term on the Council on Sexual Orientation and Gender Expression with 
the Council on Social Work Education. 

Jessica Blanchard, Ph.D.

Jessica Blanchard received her Ph.D. in cultural anthropology from the 
University of Oklahoma in 2010. She is currently a research scientist at the 
University of Oklahoma’s Center for Applied Social Research. Her research 
program focuses largely on community-based health disparities with Native 
American and other underrepresented communities in Oklahoma. She has a 
special interest in the areas of comprehensive cancer control, tribal health and 
tobacco policy research and the ethics of community partnerships in health 
research. The strength of Dr. Blanchard’s approach is her use of ethnographic and 
other qualitative methods to study public health concerns that have historically 
applied quantitative measures at the expense of capturing locally meaningful 
assessments and community-based solutions. 

Erik Brodt, M.D. 

Dr. Brodt is a Clinical Assistant Professor in the department of family medicine 
at the University of Wisconsin, Madison. He practices hospital medicine, and 
served as the inaugural director of the UW-Madison Native American Center for 
Health Professions and as an associate director of the UW-Madison Collaborative 
Center for Health Equity.  In these roles, he worked to improve Native American 
health outcomes and Native American health professions programming in 
Wisconsin and the Great Lakes region. Dr. Brodt grew up near Chippewa Falls, 
WI and spent summers with his family in the rural areas around Bemidji, MN.  
In his free time Dr. Brodt enjoys spending time with his wife Amanda, and  
dog, Stinky.

HAMPTON FACULTy FELLOWS
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Mary Kate Dennis, Ph.D.

Mary Kate recently earned a Ph.D. from the University of Michigan in social 
work and sociology. She is currently an Assistant Professor in the School of Social 
Welfare at the University of Kansas.  Her research involves collaborating with 
Indigenous elders around health, wellness and illness. Her dissertation research 
involved working with Lakota elders on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation 
in South Dakota. Her most recent study involved life history interviews with 
American Indian elders living in Detroit, Michigan.

Donna Grandbois, PhD, RN

Donna Grandbois, PhD, RN is an enrolled member of the Turtle Mountain 
Chippewa Nation, Belcourt, ND. She has a BSN degree and a Master’s degree in 
the Clinical Nurse Specialization (CNS) in psychiatric mental health nursing. She 
earned her doctoral degree from North Dakota State University in Gerontology. 
She holds a tenure track faculty position in the Department of Nursing at North 
Dakota State University. This Spring she will be among the three core faculty who 
will teach in the American Indian Public Health specialization of North Dakota 
State Universities Master of Public Health program with a curriculum specifically 
designed to prepare graduates to work with and improve the health of American 
Indian populations. Other faculty members are Donald Warne, MD, MPH, 
Director and Linda Frizzell, Ph.D. 

Emily A. Haozous, PhD, RN

Emily A. Haozous, PhD, RN, is an Assistant Professor in the Research Team at 
the University of New Mexico College of Nursing. In addition to being selected 
as a Spirit of EAGLES Hampton Faculty Scholar, Dr. Haozous is a Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation Nurse Faculty Scholar, a Senior Fellow of the New Mexico 
Center	for	the	Advancement	for	Researcher,	Engagement,	&	Science	on	Health	
Disparities (NM CARES HD), a Senior Fellow with the Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation Center for Health Disparities at the University of New Mexico, and 
a University of New Mexico Regents’ Lecturer. Dr. Haozous received her PhD 
from yale University School of Nursing, where her studies focused on oncology 
nursing and end of life care. Passionate about American Indian health, Dr. 
Haozous links indigenous methodologies to intervention research in an effort 
to improve cancer outcomes in Native people. Dr. Haozous is a member of the 

Chiricahua Fort Sill Apache Tribe and is from Santa Fe, New Mexico.

photo not available
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Larone Bradfi eld, M.D. has been a SoE 
student since undergrad days and now is in 

practice with Seminole Nation in Florida.

“Spirit of EAGLES 
sponsored students 
for the 2013 National 
Indian Health Board 
Consumer Conference, 
Traverse City, MI”

Dr. Kaur connected with 
Jeannie Baretta, N.D. at 
AAIP. They were friends 
in medical school at 
INMED at UND.

 

PICTURES TO SHARE
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